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I.  INTRODUCTIONI.  INTRODUCTION

Aim to show what Aim to show what give and takegive and take means:means:

oo Kinds of collaborative trust forming behaviors that Kinds of collaborative trust forming behaviors that 
lead to laughterlead to laughter

oo Interactive uInteractive use of shared knowledge to create se of shared knowledge to create 
intimacyintimacy
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Were do Socrates and Plato fit in?Were do Socrates and Plato fit in?

The bond created between teacher and student lasts a The bond created between teacher and student lasts a 
lifetime, even when the two are no longer lifetime, even when the two are no longer 
togethertogether……(The Symposium(The Symposium))

oo Foreign language classrooms Foreign language classrooms -- places for selfplaces for self--
disclosure using a new codedisclosure using a new code

oo Face threat and Social vulnerability (Goffman, 1984)Face threat and Social vulnerability (Goffman, 1984)
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oo Social and biological underpinnings of language Social and biological underpinnings of language -- not just not just 
innate grammatical principles innate grammatical principles -- An interactional instinct An interactional instinct 
(Lee et. al, 2009)(Lee et. al, 2009)

oo PPrimary trust and bonding (children and caregivers) rimary trust and bonding (children and caregivers) > > 
second languagesecond language trust and bonding (adults) trust and bonding (adults) WhatWhat’’s s 
changed?changed?

oo Brain plasticity Brain plasticity -- social affiliation, trust and bondingsocial affiliation, trust and bonding are are 
adaptive (adaptive (PerdersenPerdersen, 2004, Simpson, 2002, , 2004, Simpson, 2002, MikulincerMikulincer, , 
2002, Siegel, 2001)2002, Siegel, 2001)

II.  Theoretical BackgroundII.  Theoretical Background
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III.  Research questionsIII.  Research questions

o Is socialIs social trust and intimacy built trust and intimacy built in this adultin this adult FL FL 
classroom? If soclassroom? If so what do instances of this look like?what do instances of this look like?

oo Are opportunities forAre opportunities for bonding created? How?bonding created? How?

oo What kind of social ecology isWhat kind of social ecology is built in thisbuilt in this
classroom?classroom?
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IV.IV. Methods and settingMethods and setting

Qualitative approach
-Talk and social theory (Erickson, 2004)

oo Participant observationParticipant observation (8 weeks (8 weeks -- 2 hours/wk)2 hours/wk)
oo SemiSemi--structured interviewsstructured interviews
oo 2 Learner journals2 Learner journals
oo Supplementary videoSupplementary video--recording (3recording (3 hours)hours)

Setting and participants
-1 male teacher and 29 students (21 f/8 m) in beginning 

Spanish (Sp 2) classroom at large public university in
California
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•• Positioning of body in Positioning of body in 
classroom spaceclassroom space

•• Voice pitch rises when Voice pitch rises when 
students have troublestudents have trouble

•• Identifying with students Identifying with students ““I I 
sleep late sleep late everyevery day.day.””

•• Relative, iRelative, intermittent and ntermittent and 
repeated positive repeated positive 
assessmentsassessments

Example 1 Example 1 -- CoaxingCoaxing participation andparticipation and identifyingidentifying
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•• Potentially Potentially riskyrisky teacher teacher 
reaction (rolling eyes)reaction (rolling eyes)

•• Brings rest of class Brings rest of class ““into into 
the foldthe fold”” through facial through facial 
expression and questionsexpression and questions

•• Despite laughter, keep on Despite laughter, keep on 
askingasking

•• Best possible Best possible 
assessementassessement

•• Facing/walking toward Facing/walking toward 
students to prolonge students to prolonge 
interactioninteraction

Example 2 Example 2 -- Getting students to Getting students to 
talk by asking, joking andtalk by asking, joking and
walking toward themwalking toward them
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•• WhatWhat’’s in a s in a 
nickname?nickname?

•• PotentiallyPotentially
embarrassingembarrassing

•• Subjective Subjective 
experienceexperience is used is used 
to create interto create inter--
subjectivitysubjectivity

•• Shared laughterShared laughter

Example 3 Example 3 -- UsingUsing knowledge of family to create intimacyknowledge of family to create intimacy
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Example 4 Example 4 -- Dealing withDealing with errorserrors through laughterthrough laughter --
intimacy by reusing a family nicknameintimacy by reusing a family nickname

• Going beyond Going beyond ““yesyes””
and and ““nono”” mattersmatters

•• Disfluence Disfluence is managed is managed 
with humor with humor -- social social 
empathy?empathy?

•• ReRe--use use ‘‘locally locally 
relevantrelevant’’ knowledge of knowledge of 
one anotherone another

•• Shared laughterShared laughter
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Example 5 Example 5 -- Managing errors through questions Managing errors through questions --
student/teacherstudent/teacher use previous shared experienceuse previous shared experience

• Managing errors with a Managing errors with a 
questionquestion

•• Physical proximityPhysical proximity

•• Interactive publicInteractive public rere--
enactment of previous enactment of previous 
shared experienceshared experience

•• Joking Joking -- Playful facial Playful facial 
expressions, intonation and expressions, intonation and 
gesturegesture

•• Shared laughterShared laughter -- indexesindexes
being being ““in on the jokein on the joke””
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V. V. ConclusionsConclusions

Physical proximityPhysical proximity
(+ constraints)(+ constraints)

voice pitchvoice pitch

laughterlaughter

Teacher questionsTeacher questions

Reenactment of sharedReenactment of shared
class knowledge/experience class knowledge/experience --
Insider LanguageInsider Language

studentstudent errorserrors

Social empathy and trustSocial empathy and trust

jokingjoking

smilingsmiling

embarrassmentembarrassment

rolling eyesrolling eyes

SharingSharing subjective experiencesubjective experience IntersubjectiveIntersubjective

PositivePositive
assessmentsassessments
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VI.  Other implicationsVI.  Other implications

LaughterLaughter’’s endorphins endorphin ““kickkick”” (Dunbar, 2004) (Dunbar, 2004) 

Oxytocin Oxytocin associatedassociated withwith stress reduction and encouragesstress reduction and encourages
social interaction social interaction ((Leng Leng et al., 2005)et al., 2005)

Laughter increases altruism between strangersLaughter increases altruism between strangers -- maymay
enhance sense of group identity (Van enhance sense of group identity (Van Vugt Vugt et al., 2010)et al., 2010)
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